

Speaking in Tongues ~ Screening News Release (Template)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

[insert date]

Contact:  [insert contact name]
[insert contact e-mail

[insert contact phone]
[insert name of organization here ] HOSTS SCREENING OF AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY; EXPERT PANEL ON LANGUAGE EDUCATION FOLLOWS

Speaking in Tongues follows four children on their path to becoming bilingual.

On [insert date here], [insert organization name here] will host a screening of Speaking in Tongues (www.speakingintonguesfilm.info), the award-winning documentary on language education in the United States. 

The film, which took home the Documentary Audience Award at the San Francisco International Film Festival, follows four diverse students and their families as they encounter the challenges and delights of becoming fluent in two languages. A panel discussion following the screening will consider how the national debate on language education is playing out locally in [insert place here].

For decades, language education has been a hot-button issue for educators, politicians, and parents, yet as pioneering activist Ling-chi Wang explains in the film, America’s linguistic richness is among its greatest strengths.  Employers need multilingual skills and our national security apparatus pours millions each year into teaching “strategic languages.”
[Insert quote from a local advocate, or a paragraph about the local status of the language-education debate.]

Speaking in Tongues lends the case for multilingual education a human face – four human faces.  Jason is a first-generation Mexican-American whose immigrant family embraces bilingualism as the key to full participation in the land of opportunity.  Durrell is an African-American kindergartner whose mom hopes that Mandarin will be his ticket to a brighter economic future.  Kelly is a Chinese-American recapturing the Cantonese her parents sacrificed to become American.  Julian is a Caucasian eighth-grader eager to expand his horizons and become a good world citizen. Together, they represent a nexus of challenges facing America today: economic and academic inequities, de facto segregation, record numbers of new immigrants and the need to communicate across cultures.
“Language is a doorway to understanding,” co-director Marcia Jarmel explains. “In that way, language is kind of a metaphor for Americans opening their minds to other ways of thinking and being in the world.  It’s very concrete – you learn a skill that can help you communicate – but it also does something else to your worldview.  And we’re talking about both of those things in the film.”
The panel following the screening will explore the issue from several angles, [describe participants perspectives here].  Participants include [insert brief bios of featured speakers here].

Speaking in Tongues screens at [insert time here] on [insert date here] at
[insert place here].

To view a trailer and learn more about Speaking in Tongues visit http://www.speakingintonguesfilm.info.

 ABOUT [YOUR ORGANIZATION]

[Insert information about your organization here.]

ABOUT PATCHWORKS FILMS

Founded in 1994 by directors Ken Schneider and Marcia Jarmel, PatchWorks Films is a San Francisco-based production and distribution company specializing in films that explore contemporary social issues through intimate character stories. PatchWorks seeks innovative partnerships with constituencies that advocate for these issues. Speaking in Tongues is PatchWorks’ third feature documentary. Visit www.patchworksfilms.net for more information. 
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